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Tackling health crises 

Early lessons learnt from the COVID-19 pandemic show that 
the EU needs:
 more coordination
 more resilient health systems, and
 to be better prepared for future crises



European Health Union package
11 November 2020

First steps towards European Health Union, as 
announced in SOTEU; a set of proposals to:

1. strengthen the EU’s health security 
framework, and 

2. reinforce the crisis preparedness and 
response role of key EU agencies.



1. A stronger EU health 
security framework

The EC proposes a new Regulation on serious cross-border 
threats to health to:
 Strengthen preparedness: adoption of plans at national 

levels; comprehensive and transparent frameworks for 
reporting and auditing

 Reinforce surveillance: surveillance system at EU level, 
using AI and other advanced technological means

 Improve data reporting: reporting of health systems 
indicators 

A declaration of an EU emergency situation would trigger 
increased coordination and allow for the development, stockpiling 
and procurement of crisis relevant products.



2. Stronger and more 
operational EU Agencies



2. Stronger and more 
operational EU Agencies

ECDC’s mandate will be reinforced so that it may support the 
Commission and Member States in the following areas:
 epidemiological surveillance via integrated systems enabling 

real-time surveillance
 preparedness and response planning, reporting and auditing
 provision of non-binding recommendations and options for 

risk management
 capacity to mobilise and deploy EU Health Task Force to assist 

local response in Member States
 building a network of EU reference laboratories and a network 

for substances of human origin.



Thank you!
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